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The hegemonic perspective on adapta-
tion solely focuses on climate stimuli as 
the driving force behind people’s adapta-
tion. Such a perspective underestimates 
the role played by historical trajectories 
of political and social forces of change in 
shaping current adaptation practices. In 
doing so, it also separates the environment 
from processes of social change. This work 
challenges this dominant view by arguing 
that adaptation practices pursued by pas-
toral communities need to be seen at the 
intersection of state-environment-pasto-

ralists-interactions. In other words, the 
understanding of pastoralists’ risk man-
agement and livelihood practices requires 
a perspective that situates local actors 
into their broader socio-political and en-
vironmental contexts. By using a political 
ecology approach that emphasizes on the 
agency of pastoral actors, this work demon-
strates how the Karrayyu pastoral groups 
of upper Awash valley develop and use var-
ious risk management and livelihood prac-
tices under the influence of both socio-po-
litical and ecological sources of change. 
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GLOSSARY 

Abuuruu: scouts who supervise pasture and water resources available in a 

grazing land before migration takes place. 

Khat: A kind of plant that is widely grown in Harar and South Western 

parts of Ethiopia and used as a stimulant  

Damina: A traditional gosa (clan) leader elected by the council of elders of 

that particular gosa 

Derg: Amharic term which literally means committee 

Gada: The central institution in the Socio-political way of life of the 

Oromo. It is a system of classes (sets) that succeed each other eve-

ry eight years in assuming power and offering political, economic, 

military and ritual leadership to the Karrayu as well as other Oro-

mo people especially in the period before the external interven-

tions. 

Ganda: The smallest unit of local organization that makes reference to a 

territory in the Karrayu traditional organization 

Kebele: The minimal structure of government administration unit, counta-

ble to the district. It is introduced during the Derg rule in Ethiopia.  

Kalloo: The practice of reserving pasture for dry-season among the Karra-

yu 

Malkaa: Watering points along the Awash River. They are also holy 

grounds and places of gada power transfer. 
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Salfaa: Armed guards that the gada leaders recruit and send to protect the 

Karrayu pastoralists especially in their migration to Haroole and 

Bulga/Kessem River from hostile neighbours. 

Waaqeffataa: One who believes in the Oromo traditional religion called Waaqef-

fannaa which adheres to the belief in one God called Waaqaa. 
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